November 1, 2007

The Honorable John Dingell

Chairman

House Committee on Energy and Commerce
U.S. House of Representatives

2328 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Dingell:

We commend and share your commitment to ensuring the safety of our nation’s food supply and
agree that a strong, adequately funded Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is fundamental to
achieving this goal.

We are, however, writing to inform you of our concerns regarding some of the proposed
provisions in food safety legislation that is currently the focus of your committee’s deliberations.
In particular, we strongly oppose the imposition of user fees on shipments of imported food, as
well as provisions in two bills, H.R. 3610 and H.R. 3624, that would, in our view, undermine the
FDA’s ability to address food safety risks and would place significant restraints on U.S.
commerce without providing a commensurate enhancement in the safety of America’s food

supply.

All Americans benefit from improvements to our food safety net. Therefore, the costs of FDA
inspections and research should be paid for from general tax revenue, not new user fees imposed
on food importers. In addition, the fee proposed in H.R. 3610 would likely violate America’s
trade agreements, invite foreign countries to impose reciprocal fees on U.S. exports, and unfairly
impact specific food products. While we support increased resources for FDA through
Congressional appropriations, we strongly oppose the fee proposed in H.R. 3610.

We are also concerned that many of the provisions of H.R. 3610 and H.R. 3624 would place
significant new and unreasonable burdens on our nation’s commerce and divert FDA and
industry resources that could be more productively employed. We strongly oppose provisions to
permit a private right of action against food companies and retailers, and we are deeply
concerned that many other provisions — including provisions to impose new requirements for
labeling, traceability, certification, civil penalties, process controls, quarterly inspections and to
restrict food imports to a limited number of ports — would place enormous new burdens on FDA,
food importers, and the food industry and would dramatically increase food prices without
addressing the sources of contamination.

Mr. Chairman, we welcome the opportunity to work with you to promote a risk based approach
to food safety regulation and allow FDA the flexibility to respond to emerging risks in the
manner that most efficiently uses the agency’s precious resources. In particular, we urge you to
build upon the public-private partnership between FDA and the food industry to expand the
capacity of foreign governments to detect and deter threats to public safety. We look forward to



working with you to develop and implement improvements that will make prevention the focus
of our food safety net.

Sincerely,
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