July 15, 2015

The Honorable John Thune

Chairman

Commerce, Science, & Transportation Committee
Unites States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Thune:

On behalf of the undersigned organizations representing manufacturers, farmers and
agribusinesses, wholesalers, retailers, importers, exporters, distributors, transportation and
logistics providers and other supply chain stakeholders, we applaud the Committee’s recent
approval of the “Ports Performance Act” (S. 1298). We believe this bill is an important first step
to gain empirical visibility into how U.S. ports are operating, identify key congestion issues and
ensure our nation’s commerce continues to flow efficiently.

We would like to express our strong support for including the Ports Performance Act as
part of the “Comprehensive Transportation and Consumer Protection Act of 2015 (S. 1732). S.
1732 includes a new focus on the multi-modal freight network, which includes U.S. ports of
entry. U.S. ports are a key component in the American transportation system and the global supply
chain that thousands of businesses and millions of workers depend upon for the efficient movement
of goods.

Unfortunately, due to a variety of contributing factors, congestion has become common
place at ports across the country. This congestion has resulted in slowdowns, bottlenecks and
chokepoints that impact the efficient flow of cargo with far reaching impacts on all supply chain
stakeholders. One only needs to look at the damage caused to the U.S. economy from the
slowdowns and congestion that impacted U.S. ports earlier this year. Today’s reality is that
supply chain stakeholders do not have any consistent or objective means to measure performance
in these key marine transportation nodes.

We fully believe that there is a strong need to start collecting basic uniform data on port
performance. This is an essential step to ensure that we fully understand the current and future
challenges facing our ports and identify the right solutions. We stand ready to work with you in
support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,
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