
 
 
July 11, 2016        
 
The Honorable Paul Ryan  
Speaker  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515  
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Steny Hoyer  
Minority Whip  
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Speaker Ryan, Minority Leader Pelosi, Majority Leader McCarthy, and Minority Whip Hoyer, 
  
We, the undersigned organizations, represent all segments of the U.S. food chain—producers, 
cooperatives, agribusinesses, processors, seed makers, handlers, food and feed manufacturers, 
restaurants, lenders, and retailers. It is vitally important for the House to call up and pass S. 764, the 
Senate-passed legislation on biotech disclosure, in order to avoid the economic costs of a patchwork of 
state laws that will directly impact consumers, farmers, and the entire food value chain.  
 
We strongly support S. 764, which builds on H.R. 1599, the Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act, 
introduced by Representatives Pompeo and Butterfield, which the House passed a year ago with 
overwhelming bipartisan support. The issue of biotech disclosure is one of the most significant issues 
that the agriculture and food industry has faced in recent years. The U.S. agriculture and food industry 
creates over 17 million jobs, representing nearly 1 in 10 jobs. This very system—which produces the 
most abundant, the highest quality, and the most affordable food in the world—will be threatened with 
large economic costs without a national uniform solution on this issue.  
 
The application of biotechnology to agricultural production has led to increased crop yields, decreased 
use of pesticides, and lower food costs for consumers. Congress must ensure we avoid senseless 
mandates that will thwart agricultural advancement and hurt consumers—especially those low income 
Americans who can least afford to pay more to feed their families. We strongly support S. 764 and ask 
that you schedule floor time and provide expedited consideration of this important and timely 
legislation. We pledge to work with Members on both sides of the aisle to ensure quick passage of this 
bipartisan proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Tennessee Grocers & Convenience Store Association 

Tennessee Retail Association 

Tennessee Soybean Association 

Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council 

Texas Beverage Association 

Texas Citrus Mutual 

Texas Corn Growers Association 

Texas Food and Fuel Association  

Texas Food Processors Association 

Texas Grain and Feed Association 

Texas International Produce Association 

Texas Retailers Association 

Texas Seed Trade Association 

Texas Soybean Association 

Texas Vegetable Association 

The American Spice Trade Association  

The Association for Dressings & Sauces 

The CISCO Companies 

The Coca-Cola Company 

The Cooperative Marketing Association in New Jersey 

The F.L. Emmert Company 

The Foreign Candy Company, Inc. 

The Hershey Company 

The Ice Cream Club, Inc. 

The J.M. Smucker Company 

The Kraft Heinz Company 

The Kroger Co. 

The Market at Park City 

The Potlicker, LLC  

The Schwan Food Company  

The Stop & Shop Supermarket Company LLC 

Thibault's Market 

Thompson Brands LLC 

Tillamook County Creamery Association 

TIPP CITY FOODTOWN 

Titan Farms 

Tom Thumb 

Torrey Farms 

Totally Bananas, LLC 

TranSystems  

Treasure Valley Seed Company  

Tree Top, Inc. 



TriCounty FS, Inc. 

Triple Crown Nutrition, Inc. 

Triple V Inc./Vowell's  

Tropical Nut & Fruit 

Trouw Nutrition USA 

Truco Enterprises 

Trupointe Cooperative 

Turkey Creek Snacks 

Turkey Hill Dairy, Inc. 

Two Rivers Cooperative 

Tybee Market Inc 

Tyson Foods  

U.S. Beet Sugar Association 

U.S. Chamber of Commerce  

Unilever 

Union County Coop  

United Cooperative 

United Dairymen of Arizona 

United Egg Producers 

United Express 

United Farmers Cooperative 

United Fresh Produce Association 

United Potato Growers of America, Inc. 

United Producers, Inc. 

United States Bakeries 

United Supermarkets 

Upstate Niagara Cooperative, Inc. 

URM Stores Inc 

US Apple Association 

US Canola Association 

US Dry Bean Council 

USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council  

Utah Beverage Association 

Utah Council of Farmer Cooperatives 

Utah Food Industry Association 

Utah Retail Merchants Association 

Utz Quality Foods, Inc. 

Valley Agronomics, LLC 

Valley Queen Cheese Factory 

Valley Wide Coopertaive 

Velvet Ice Cream Co., Inc. 

Vermont Fresh Foods 

Vermont Harvest 

Vermont Retail & Grocers Association 

Viafield 

Vinegar Institute 

Virginia Beverage Association 

Virginia Chamber of Commerce  

Virginia Cooperative Council 

Virginia Retail Merchants Association 

Virginia Soybean Association 

VirginiaBio 

Vita Plus Corporation  

Vons 

W Lee Flowers 

Walla Walla's Harvest Foods 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.   

Washington Beverage Association 

Washington Food Industry Association 

Washington Friends of Farms & Forests  

Washington Retail Association 

Washington State Council of Farmer Cooperatives 

Washington State Potato Commission 

Wayfield Foods 

Weis Markets, Inc. 

Welch's 

Wells Enterprises, Inc. 

West Central Ag Services 

West Central FS, Inc. 

West Virginia Oil Marketers and Grocers Association 

WESTCO 

Western Consolidated Cooperative 

Western Growers 

Western Markets 

Western Plant Health Association  

Western Sugar Cooperative 

Western United Dairymen 

West's Country Mart 

Wilco 

Wilco Agronomics 

Wild Bird Feeding Industry  

Wisconsin Agri-Business Association 

Wisconsin Baker Association 

Wisconsin Beverage Association 

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association 

Wisconsin Corn Growers Association 

Wisconsin Grocers Association 

Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce 

Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association 

Wisconsin Soybean Association 



Wise Foods, Inc.  

Wixon Inc. 

World’s Finest Chocolate 

WV Oil Marketers and Grocers Association 

WV Retailers Association  

Wyandot, Inc.  

Wyoming Sugar Company 

Wyoming Women Involved in Farm Economics  

Yankee Farm Credit 

Yosemite Farm Credit 

Yuma Fresh Vegetable Association  

Zia Milk Producers, Inc. 

Zoetis Inc. 

 


