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Date:	Thursday, April 23, 2020
Re:		Guidance on Use & Availability of PPE & Industry Resources

Guidance on Use & Availability of Personal Protective Equipment
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Supply Chain Task Force participated in a cross-sector coordination call hosted by DHS’ Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency Friday, April 10 to discuss the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) by non-medical sectors. Guidance on mask alternatives to reduce N95 demand and PPE preservation techniques is being developed for essential employees working in non-medical sectors.

On April 21, the Food & Ag Sector Coordinating Council (FA-SCC) issued a list of PPE suppliers that have or soon will have significant quantities of PPE available, including non-medical-grade facemasks (including cloth masks) and are prepared to receive requests from entities within the food and agriculture sector that have an immediate need for PPE which cannot be satisfied through their existing distributors. Importantly, FEMA has contacted these distributors urging them to prioritize food and agriculture sector needs immediately behind the health care and medical sector, whenever possible.

List of PPE Suppliers
The list of companies that may be able to provide PPE is included below and an excel spreadsheet with contact information for each company is on NOPA’s website.


Airgas, An Air Liquide Company
Amazon Business
Applied Industrial Technologies
Bearing Distributors Inc.
BlackHawk Industrial
Core & Main
DGI Supply
Dillon Supply Company
DXP Enterprises Inc
Edgen Murray
ERIKS North America
F.W. Webb
Ferguson Enterprises
Global Industrial
Hagemeyer /Vallen Distribution
Hajoca
HD Supply
Hisco, Inc.
Kaman Industrial Technologies
Kimball Midwest
Lawson Products
McMaster-Carr
Motion Industries/ Genuine Parts Company
MRC Global Corp.
MSC Industrial Supply
NOW Inc./ DistributionNOW
OTP Industrial Solutions
Purvis Industries
Rexel
RS Hughes Co.
SBP Holdings Inc.
SunSource
The Fastenal Company
The Home Depot 
Turtle & Hughes
W.W. Grainger
Wajax Corp
Watsco
Wesco International
Winsupply
Wolseley Industrial Group PVF
Wurth Industry North America

 
In issuing this list, FEMA stated that some companies already may have agreements in place with one or more of these distributors. Such companies are encouraged to reach out to their existing points of contact to explore options that may be available to meet their immediate and future needs, recognizing that doing so may necessitate having agreements with multiple distributors. 

To more effectively adjudicate resources throughout the nation and private industry, a National Resource Prioritization Cell (NRPC) has been established to unify government and private industry prioritization recommendations which will inform federal, state and private sector operations. Separately, the Food & Ag Sector Coordinating Council leadership has developed a prioritization document that provides a framework for both members of the food and agriculture sector and distributors that provide PPE, disinfectants, and sanitation supplies. This group is working with FEMA and the NRPC. NOPA will provide an update on this issue as more information becomes available. 

Pandemic Information Resources
The links listed below provide information about the pandemic and guidance to help companies ensure worker safety maintaining operations during the pandemic. 

Federal Government:
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
· Guidance on Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce 

Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA)
· General Information
· Guidance on Preparing Workplaces for COVID-19
· Worker Exposure Risk to COVID-19 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
· Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers to Plan and Respond to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
· FAQ’s about Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
· Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility 
· Use of Cloth Face Coverings to Help Slow the Spread of COVID-19 
· How to Protect Yourself 
· Animals and Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
· Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Frequently Asked Questions 

Industry:
National Association of Manufacturers (NAM)
· American Renewal Action Plan
· COVID-19 Resources for Manufacturers 

National Grain & Feed Association (NGFA)
· COVID-19 Resources for Grain Handlers

Legal: 
Beveridge & Diamond
· Presentation: OSHA Compliance During Pandemic

Hutton Andrews Kurth
· Coronavirus (COVID-19) Resource Center
· Environmental & Workplace Safety 
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